For more than fifty years, wusic educators sod psychologists have debated
the issue of the nature of musical aptitude. Regardless of the fect that philoe
sophilcal opinton about the mature of susicel aptitile e beeu move sbundant than
experimental reseavch, pressnt-day musl: oducatows generally tend to think that

muplcal sptitude is best undevstood as a product of envirouwmental influences and
inherited potential.

A311 aptitude tests ave to some degrec achiovement tests, At amy particular
time in a person’s 1ife, his aptitude for acceopliishing a given gosl, whether 4t
be the completion of a sourse in algebra, graduation frowm wedical scheol, or
learning to play o mesical instrument, depesds not only upon innate qualities,
but alse wpon scquired chavectevistics which reflect both geseralized emwivon-
zental influence and direst teaching, An aptitude test may be distinguished from
an achisvessnt test only to the extent that the generalized function of aptitude
wdzed and specificelly taught cowrse-content meterial is

i5 relatively max
relatively sdnimised

The newly developed titude Prafile is desipned to mindmize ¢
influence of musical achievement ond, instesd, to measure ag directly as pozsible

eural pecrception, kinesthetic musical feeling, and musicsl expression as basic
fastors in mmaice]l aptitude. The tests in the battery depert quite sarkedly in
isportant vespects from those previsusly publisbed and are based upon six yeare
of reseavch in the nature, description, and weeparement of musical aptitude at

¢he Uodversity of lows.
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POSE OF THE TEST BATIERY

The Pusical Aptitude Profé

veachay in evalusting students' susical aptitude go that the tous ey can bettex
srovide for individual vonds and sbilitien,

Test mcoves on the Musical Apkitude Fxefile cam be uged for the following

thege zrouns
The test should be used positively for the oblective and sfficient identi«

fication of musically talented elewsntary, junier high, and senior high scheol
gtudents for seaberahip in school lsetzumental and shoral wxﬁm&wwwﬁiww
siong, The orimary alm s not to discouraje awpone from parsicipation, but
sather to encoutase pavticipation su the part of those whe have potential fow
mustical s-complisisent,

Adas * 1 mwa w’

suaic instructlon to meet the imivicual

Musical eptitudes, like all other aptitudes ave velative, A stadent’s
various scores on the Husicsl Aptitude Profils can be utilized for the purpese
of detarmininz appropriate instruction through group and Individual teacking
methods, ALL students have at 1esst semm musizal talent which way be developed,
secause fow studenks score equally high or low on all of the seven basic musical
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aptitude factors Yepresented

in the Mupical Aptitude Profile, students should
receive instruction emphasizing dlffevent methods and technigques to compensate

for their specific deficfancies or to & shance their special musical aptitudes.

fastruction may also be initisted for students whe ave identified as mot

achieving compensurate with sptitude, Suggestioms for providing suitable music

{nstruction apply vot only to students who ave recsiving special music instruc-
tion but also to those students who ave following & gemeral music course of
study, Alse, teaching suggestions ave offered both for low-gcoring end high~
scoriog students.

Zome students excel in many subjects while others ave mot 80 vergatile,

7or the student who enjoys sany ptrengths, an analysis of hie muaical aptitude
gcores in compsyison with othey acadenic and wocational aptituds scores can halp

determine where educational eupt asie mizht now bast be dirvected ss preperation

for vecational and avocatiomal goals,

Gchool supsrvisers and music directors can %jmt:iwiy evaluate the susical

povential of diffevent groups of students within a school system of compare the

susicality of members of a achool music performance organization with pational
sorme for select music students. Thae utilisstion of such knoviedse will cone
eribute to a more vealistic interpretation of smasical espactations fov spechiic

saps of stodents,
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staEMinistratian. The use of tapes, as opposed to Yecords, insures against
{mperfections commen to disc recordings through over-use and mistreatment which,
in time, seriously imvalidate test results.

The tests consist of original short selections, composed for violin and
cello by the author, which are performed by the following outstanding professional
artists: |

Stuart Canin - violin
charles Treger - violin
Paul Olefsky - cello”

The same tests are administered to all students beginning at the fourth
grade level. No prior formal music training is requived as a prerequisite for
taking the test. The validity of the results depends only upon a seriousness of
purpose and a general exposure to the gound of muaic,

The tests are not concerned with historical or technical facts about music.
Students are asked only to compare a selection with a mnaiaai answer and to
indicate whether the selection and musical answer are alike or different, or
exactly the same or different, or to indicate which of two renditions is more
musical, ihe student has a separate answer sheet on which to indicate his choice,
1f the student is not sure of the ansver to a given exercise, he is instructed to

mark the question merk (7) column, indicating that he is "in doubt," 1In this

#* v, Canin was the fivet American to win the Paganini International Vielin
Competition in Cenoa, Italy, in 1959, Mr, Treger was the first non-Ruropean to
win the Henry Wieniawski International Vielia Competition in Posnan, Poland, in
1962, Mr, Olefsky, among wmany other honers, has received the Michels Memorial

Award.
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been sdministeved.

alent study,

svovided for thves levels: Nlesestary
sohool (Grades 7, 8, and 9), and funier High School (Grades 10, 11, and 12).

schools may be coubloed in the folder wizh other pertinent infommatl
pusic teacher Finds to be of regular periedic iatsrest.

tanding of the mature and extent of his musical aptitudes

through a plot of his test vesulis on the chmrt below his sbridged scoves which
are entered inm the veport foldew,

It is importent that, for a battery wideh provides for use and interpretation
gubtests and total tests have sstisfactory ralisbility.

ﬁﬁ ﬂ%@%@% W* both
ing the six-yesy developmental period, a grest deal of ewperimatation was
centered on ioproving item difficulty snd discrimimstion, and © eoving the

reliability characterietics of the various subtests without unduly increasing
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group of musically select students, Sanm; the students mﬂaipa%ng in the
éxparimant have tmi no previous £am1 music métxum:im oth&r than what might

be mmiiy expected to occur in a geneval music class m:; in raﬁq 1megmaa, from
lessons w&#tﬁa of vach@l, mqmnﬁiy, uhatmr. relationghip betma test
scores on the Mugical Aptitude Profile and success in instrumental music is
observed in th; ewéw of this émxzimut, it would appear to this degree that

mueical training but which is particularly related to musical aptitude, This

Profile measures some trait which is not the result of

type of evidence provides a most important basis not for only evaluating the
lengitudinal predictive validity of the @aiﬁag Aptitude i‘mf& flaj,, but indirectly
for evaluating the construct validity of the test battery as well.

In each of the four participating schoel systems, students were provided
with new high quality musical instruments om which te study. These :ﬁwumaxw
were obtained at no cost to the sﬂ:mnﬁx through the generous ‘aui.nm::e of the
National Association of Band Instrument Manufacturers.”

The mhaﬁl‘ @sizm are gsrwiéing the m:wnctiml gtaff snd mpusic of their
choosing., The criteria for evaluating student's musical progress consiste of

ratings of 1) wzm recorded performances of short musical etudes which the student

* Specifically, those member companies which either donated or congigned instru«
ments to the University of Iowa fox the purpose of conducting the siudy ate:
Artley, Incorporated, Elkhart, Indiana: Chicago Musical Instrument Company, Chiw
cago, Illinois; C, G. Comn Limited, Elkhart, Indiana; Frank Holton Company,
Elkhorn, Wiscomsin; G. Leblanc Corporatiom, Kenosha Wiscomsin; and H, A, Selmer
Incorporated, Blkhart, Indiana,
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prepared in advance with teacher help; 2) tape-recorded performance of short
musiczal etudes which the student prepaved in advance but without teacher help;

of etude sight veading, Also used as criteria,
are individual teacher's evaluations of each student's musical progress compared
to other students in the group, and a wmeical achievemsot Stest specifically
designed to zsvess the ability to identify emsical sotation associated with
melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic passages heavd on a tape vecording, and to assess
knowledge of musical terms and signs,

The design of the study provides for the vecordiang of esch student®s perw
formance of the thres songs twice durimg Two diffevent but adjaceut weeks so as

to permit an estimate of the stability of student performence, Alse, two judges,
working independently, rate the studesmts’ recovded performences

of determining the velishility of the evaluations,

- for the purpose

Validiey coefficients, obtained after the first year of the study, repre-
senting the power of the Mupical Aptitude Profile ss a predictor of success in
instrumental music se measured by judzes' svaluations of students' Eape-recorded

t test scoves, aml teacher's ratinge of students®

parforuances, wusic achievenen

uwsical pregvess, sre presented below,
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in sreistic endeavors, the cosfficlents of predictive valtdity obtained thus far
bude Profile are of the same gemeval magnitude as those

ususlly veported for the prediction of general scademic or vocational success,
This dememstrates the usefuloess of the Mugical Aptitude Profile
end prediction, However, the most fmportant potential #azw of the batiexy lies

 for selection

in its usefulness as a gulde for disgnosing individual musical strengths and
weaknosses ss a basis for adapting the iastructiousl progrem to individual
talents,

As s true with all aptitude tests, the usefulness of the battery in any
local progres will depend upon the extent to which it L used with healthy caution
and wisdom,



