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INTRODUCTIONut of Hell Hole Swamp

Robert Evander McNair grew up on the large family farm, Ballsdam, near Jamestown in the Hell Hole
Swamp of Berkeley County. He was born at the home of an aunt at Cades, South Carolina, on December
14, 1923, to Daniel Evander and Claudia Crawford McNair.

In 1942, McNair joined the U.S. Naval Reserve as a Lieutenan
and served until his discharge in 1946. His war service include . v
twenty-two months with the 7th Amphibious Forces in the Paci®
Theater. McNair was awarded the Bronze Star for rescuing sai _f;!_\“ o
from a burning ship that had been hit by a Japanese kamikazei # \\ / \
attack while managing to keep his own vessel and crew safe ir ™

midst of battle in the Philippines.

On May 30, 1944, he mardelosephin
Robinson of Allendale, S.C. At left, t
couple celebrates McNair's election t
a full term as governor in 1966.

Like many returning war veterans w
chose to attend college, McNair
enrolled at the University of South
Carolina and earned anB\.in 1947.
continued on to the School of Law, where he was awarded an LL.B. in 1948,
and he was admitted that same year to the South Carolina Bar.

The McNairs moved from Moncks Corner in Berkeley County, to Allendale, where McNair joined with
fellow attorney Thomas O. Lawton to form the McNair and Lawton law firm. Upon his elevation to the
governorship in 1965, McNair resigned from the firm, which by that time had become McNair, Lawton &
Myrick.

In 1950, McNair was elected to represent Allendaler@pin the South :
Carolina House of Representatives. He served in that capacity through 19

While in the House, McNair served as chairman of the Labor, Commerce i
Industry Committee (1953955) and the Judiciary Committee (195363).

In 1962, he waslected Lieutenant Governor and began serving under Don:
Russell in 1963. Following the unexpected death of U.S. Senator Olin D. |
Johnston in 1965, McNair succeeded Russell to the governorship and a
the former governor to the empty senatoriadat.



A GOVERNOR OF THE NEW SOUTH

Upon the resignation of Governor Donald S. Rus
in 1965, Lt. Governor Robert McNair acceded to
governorship. At right, he is sworn in for a full ter
in January 1967. As the state's top executive he
encounteredthe full brunt of the challenges as we
as the opportunities inherent in such tumultuous
times. His overarching interest was the

advancement of South Carolina in all areas of hi§ 1
responsibility such as education, industrial (
development, promotion of tousm, and the

improvement of the quality of life for all in the sta , N

Many of his challenges were related to the civil
rights movement, which he faced resolutely and
with a moderate tone.

\McNair developed great expertise in education issues. He chaired
the Executive Committee of the Education Commission of the
States from 1968 to 1969 and served on its Steering Committee in
1970. At left, he attends the 1967 meeting of the Commission at
lAfd2yY 1 SFR® ¢KS /2YYAaaA2yQa 202
together the political and educational leadership to further the
understanding of the problems and opportunities facing

education. During the time McNair chaired the Commission, some
forty-one states and territories were members. McNair also

served as Chairman of tl#outhern Regional Education Board,
which was founded in 1948 at the request of Southern leaders in business, education and government.
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created to improve every aspect of education.
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and Growth in South Carolina, 196885, was

O2YLAEtSR |G aObl ANRA b aldl Udz

of education, transportation, health care and otht
areas affected by government and make specific
recommendations on how best to aaince South
Carolina over the coming decades. Published in
1968 and over 440 pages in length, the report
provided a level of analysis and financial data ne
0ST2NBE F@FAtroftS G2 G¢F
challenged some lonbeld assumptions. As the
Walt Ladner cartoon at right suggests, the
Governor came up against some opposition to tr
report, led principally by Speaker of the House S
Blatt.

In the same spirit of improvement, McNair created

by executive order the Planning and Grants Division, whogeoge was to bring all state agencies and
departments together in an effort to plan for and make the best use of federal grants and assistance.
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The Governor and his staff
worked diligently to develop
a cordial and beneficial
elationship with the federal
government. McNair
believed such a relationship

South Carolina Governor's Conference

on Federal-State Relations was critical to the futue of
Columbia, South Carolina the state since South
Carolinians must deal with
April 7, 1967 leaders in Washington, and

the best way to do that was

o to make sure state and
The principal purpose of the conference is to serve as fed | tati
a forum for the mutual exchange of views and to stress ederal representatives )
the role of the Governor in the planning and adminis- understood each other. His

tration of Federal-State grant programs, The objective office maintained a fultime
is to establish the Office of the Governor as the central ;

coordination point in the State for Federal-State programs federatstate coordinator,
and funds, Robert Alexandemwhose

main task was to keep tabs

on federal developments
GKFG Ay a2YS gleé& I FFSOUSR {2dziK /I NRtAYlI® hiKSNJI &
in establishing similar offices.




THE CHALLENGE OF CIVIL RIGHTS

McNair faced a multitude of clianges during his term as governor, many of which stemmed from civil

rights issues and particularly the integration of public schools. Desegregation in South Carolina was
accomplished relatively peacefully, with McNair a voice of moderation and compramisatrast to

GKS Y2NB FRIYFyd adrisSaqQ NARIKGAa GASga 2F YvYzad 26K
immune to crises. |

On February 8, 1968, a confrontation betwe
police and black students demonstrating at
South Carolina State Gadle in Orangeburg
resulted in the deaths of three students and
injury to at least twentyfive others. The initial
protest was a call to desegregate a bowling
alley and other local businesses. When
emotions escalated, students began throwi
objects at stag¢ highway patrolmen, who
eventually opened fire. Quickly following the
incident, S.C. National Guardsmen were se S TR
Orangeburg to keep the pead@hoto by Bill BarleWine patrolmen were tried and, after pleadlng self
defense, acquitted. The leader thfe protesting students, Cleveland Sellers, was arrested, tried, and
convicted for rioting and inciting to riot.

On March 20, 1969, black hospital workers at the
Medical College of South Carolina in Charleston
swent on strike to protest the firing of twee
{employees and to call for higher wages and union
> ecognition.(Photo at left by Bill BarleyicNair,
¥citing state law, refused to recognize the attempts
\& to unionize. The strike attracted national attention
hen Southern Christian Leadership Conference
““Wieader, Ralph Abernathy, marched with the

| triking workers. Tensions were further

eightened on April 28, when armed black
rotestors took over two buildings at Voorhees
CoIIege in Denmark, S.C. A standoff between the
police and the protestors lasted oneyl before the protestors surrendered and were arrested. McNair
aFrAR 2F (GUKS AYyOARSY(GZ d2KIFIGSOSNI GKS Ol dzaS>z (KSNEB
strike lasted until June 27, when the workers and hospital administrators reached amegre&ome

of the workers' demands were met, but their union was not recognized.

In January 1970, federal courts ordered the integration of the Greenville and Darlington County public
schools by February 9. McNair provided strong leadership, urging Sauttinians to accept the order
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us] is too importanto get drawn into political chicanery and political hypocrisy, and | think it is time for
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On the ABC network news,

commentator Howard K. Smith
stated abz2g Aa
men to praise Governor Robert
McNair of South Carolina. With
emotions at a peak over school
integration in the South, he said

iKS

yesterday things it took courage fo

Southern Governor to say: stop
defiance, accept law, compl¥here
are no rewards for saying that.

DETROIT FREE PRESS

Thursday, Jan. 29, '70 1R

Obey Segregation Order,

Governor Tells S. Carolina

COLUMBIA, 8.C. —(UPI)—
Gov. Robert E. McNair told
South Carolina residents Wed-
nesday to comply with the
U.S. Supreme Court’s deseg-
regation orders and criticlzed
those ‘‘who would raise false
hopes’” that the 1ssue can be
avoided.

McNair told a news con-
férence that he disagreed
with other southern governors
who have balked at the or-
ders. He also criticized Rep.
Albert Watson, R-S.C., who
had urged McNair to ‘‘do
something to block the instant

“It appears that we
have run the legal
course. This is a time
for the truth.”

—Gov. McNair

Segregationists trying to make wat eeegregation pians»
flow uphill will scathe him. Blacks, %“t::.’.'}':;‘;i‘:‘l“’n :1’:.5';
getting some, but not getting all the o the truth, This 1s mot
GLyGs 62yQG 085 | " e of soutn coror
aObl ANRA ¢2NRA
adlradsSayl yoé
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James Batten, of thBetroit Free Press g NP G ST G C2NJ GKS FANRIG GAYS Ay y¢
defiance echoed throughout the South last week as Dixie braced for another spasm of massive school
desegregation. More than 35 school districts accounting for 700,000 studeaiglhit southern states

are scheduled to switch to total integration in the next few days. The bristling rhetoric pouring out of

5SSLJ {2dziK I2PSNYy2NBRQ 2FFAOSAa NBOFffSR SINIASN ak
notable exception to the parn came in South Carolina, where Gov. Robert E. McNair dramatically
O2dzyaSft SR KA& LIS2L)X S (2 FT@P2AR RSTAIYOS FyR 02¢ 3N
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On March 3, 1970, in Lamar, S.C., school buses carrying black children were met by a mob of 100 to 200
men and women who stopped and overturned the buses, which were being used to implement a new
program integratingtie Lamar public schools. The shocking event drew national attention to the state
and, along with the subsequent trial of those arrested, brought a flood of mail addressed to the
governor from across South Carolina and the nation. These letters represgotedssection of public
opinion, such as these two telegrams, which arrived within minutes of one anotli®emand you
a02L) LISNESOdziAy3a LIS2LX S 2F S5FENIAy3AG2y [ 2dzyie
full extent of law."
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Soury CW = Even onsidering these crises, South Carolina's
PUBLIC SCHOOALS f#schools were integrated with a minimum of such

Lintense confrontations when compared with other

(= Southern states at the time. This was accomplished
llargely as a result of the conciliatory efforts of
Governor McNair.

| tLeft, a cartoon by Eugene Payne, who inscribed

'along the bottom: "With great admiration for a
F governor who 'held the door open.™



ATTRACTING INDUSTRY & TOURISM

McNair brought great energy and creativity to his efforts to boost industrial developnmeht a
RADGSNEAFAOFIGA2Y D IS gl & O2yaARSNBR (GKS aid2L) alfSa
South Carolina and frequently joined industrynting groups when they visited top executives.

At right, the Governor celebrates the 1965 groundbregkior Marve| #28
Mills, Inc., at Bishopville.

plants, and a wide variety of other businesses, Wooed to the stat
the McNar administration. "

Shown below, Governor McNair enjoys one of the first Swanson '
chicken dinners produced at the Campbell Soup Company's then'!

Swanson frozen foods plant located in Sumter. Plant manager Ge_
Gardner stands near holding the @viner box and anxiously awaltlr
the verdict. 3

Not all attempts at industrial expansion worked

out for the administration, however. The proposed

location of the German Badische Anilin und Soda

Fabrik (BASF) chemical plant near Hilton Head

resulted ina storm of opposition from late 1969

through 1970. Included in the flood of letters to

0KS D2@SNYy2NRa 2FFA0S 4l a 2,
president Jimmy Carter in Plains, Georgia. He

GNRGSY aL Y AyGuSyasSte AydaSl
strictest protection of our stuarine areas, and

hope that you will do everything in your power to

prevent anypossibility2 ¥ RI Y 383 S@Sy (2 (KS SEGSyd 2F NBf 20

Others, however, were very concerned about maintaining the positive image South Caradina
developing among domestic and foreign investors, and called for caution before summarily rejecting

l{Cd {LISITSNI2F GKS | 2dzaS {2t .ftF0G aSy® aObl ANJ
Dec.1969% & . STF2NB ¢S & 2 ldreds Kf $illiang & Soliais ¥ Sglith Carcfina Kydsgine
foreign corporation because of pollution, we must be certain of our position or otherwise our state will
0S3IAYy G2 t2aS AYyRddzZONR 6KAOK ¢S 42 ol Rfé& ySSRoé |
received approximately 350 letters on the subject by March 6, 1970, and mail continued to pour in until
at least October.

The plant was not built. However, in general, the Governor's industrial record proves him to have been
adept at attracting new and derse businesses to South Carolina.



Tourism held great potential for growth, and as
central part of his development plans for the st#%
McNair was diligent in promoting its historic
charm, leisure opportunities, and natural beaut’

In 1966 he and hiamily traveled to Toronto to
publicize the attractions of "Seriiropical South
Carolina" at the Canadian National Exhibition,
right.
vl
Following up on a proposal by the Governor, thp" -
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism_
created in 1967 specifally to further develop ant__
promote state attractions. To facilitate the trave. = 8¢ % ==
of anticipated visitors, the department made a priority of creating a steitde system of rest stops and
welcome centers along interstate highways.





















